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obiit. FcBooiiiam ifiam adhue viventem vidit non taA- 

turn, dC hac figuta ad vivum depingere cd'ravk, fed 
ipfam Plicam poft obitum refedam fetum Witteber- 
gam attalit CkriflT. D. Flauricke di8i Principis Medi- 
cus. Erat amtera-Plicia (qtiataor ulrias Ibrfga, pal'mum 
lata, duofque poliices craffai fed aitero ranco longior 
foret, ipfo referente, nifi magna ejus par^j teli^poris 
quo 2Bgra decubuit diuturnitate, fqualore 6c attritu 
confuiDpta fuiffet. Hunc ergo Gafum penitus extrd- 
ordinarium, ilkftriffim^ Sotietati Regaii expotiere 
volui. Spero autem fore, ut ilnnpoiei'uiTif de '(^ircJum- 
ftantiis fingularibus hujus cafus a laudato Viro certior 
reddar, qua;s alio tempore commutticabo. 



VIII. An ExtraB of a Letter from Sir Codrad 
Sprengell, M. D.% S. S. df Coll. Med. Lond. 
Licen. to T>r. Mortimer5 mherein he inclofed the 
foregoing Account of the Plica l^olomcxy togC'" 
ther ivith an Article from the louM^ S)amm!Ullff 
Jjon ISatUt^ Uim S^MCin, &c. ^zW^xtl^tZXi uponthe 
fame SuhjeEl^ tranflated from the High-Dutch 
by Dr. Mortimer^ (J^S.Secr. 

S I Rf January %oth^ '^Ti%- 

^ ^ M npH E Pl I c A has been always related, 

X and thought to be a Diftemper, and to 

proceed from a Fever or Con vulfions, but for my Part, 

from the beft Information I could get concerning it^ I 

G X think 



( 5^ ) 

think it a Produ^l: of Naffine% by not combing their 
Haiti, nor waftiiag their Heads j for if it were a real 
Diftemper^ the People of Faihion could no more be 
free from it than the ordinary. People, among whom 
(/. e, the ordinary and poor.) it only happens. This 
IS confirmed by aii iaqUifitive PerfonXa Correfpondent 
of Mt* yoh^ Henrjj Lmke, F^ R. S. oi Ltpfck^ho 
fent the following Article to the Society of j^r^/i^x^;, 
in whofe franfa^ionsj entituled, . abammlttniy iion 
iSatUr* ^P- Jnno 17x4, Artie. IT ^MenfeAuguJo^ 
p. 1.2^ it isinferted to this Purpofe. V 

« The great Multitude of People in P^/^^^, who 
^« are troubled with this P 1 1 c a, firft made me re- 
^^ fle^, whether it were a real Difeafe or no > I 

" am now convinced, that their fwinifh Way of li- 
** ving, and the common Opinion fo deeply rooted in 
^ the Generality of People, that this Lock of Hair 
^ cannot be taken oiF without Danger of their Lives, 
« have contributed more to this Complaint than any 
'' real Indifpofition of Body ; confidering that it is 
^^ the middling or poor People, who are troubled 
« with it ; whom then one cannot look on without 
*' Horror : But no Germ^n^ of whom there are great 
*^ Numbers, who live in that Country, ever had any 
^^ fuch thing grow* Many of them, who are mar- 
«^ ried to Women of Palip Birth, are fcarce able to 
« perfwade th^ir Wives not to train up their Chil« 
'« dren to this Naflinefs, Not long fince I faw^ a 
*^ Fellow in the Churchy who had about feventy of 
^'^ fuch Locks hanging down from his Head, which 



" w§re 
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^^ were as hard twilled, as fo many Penny Cords ; 
^ that one might eafily have taken his for a Medu^ 
" fa^% Head / and who knows, but that in ancient 
'* Times forae fuch Locks as thefe might have given 
*• Rife to the Poetical Fiftion of Snakes growing 
*^ on the Headinftead of Hnir > Be that as it will, 
" this is certain, it is a mod odious Sight to look 
^^ on. 



IX. An Account of an unufual Agitation in the 
Magnetical Needle^ obferVed to laftforfome 
TimCy in a Voyage from Maryland, ^j; Capt. Wai- 
ted Hoxton 5 communicated in a Letter to David 
Papillon^ £/^5 K (!(. 5. 

ON the fecond of September^ ^72-4, a little after 
Noon, being in Latitude 41° 10' N. and Dif- 
ference of Longitude from Cape Henry in Virginm 
about x8^ 00^ E. the Weather fair, a moderate Gale, 
and fmooth Sea, my Mate, who was on the Deck, 
came and told me, that the Compafs traverfed fo much 
that he could not pofliblY fteer by it: Whereupon I 
went up, and after trying it in feveral Parts of the Ship, 
found what he faid to be true/ I then had all my 
Com pafTes brought up, and placed in different Parts 
of the Ship, and in Places mod remote from Iron, 
and, to my great Surprize, found them all in the fame 
Condition ; fo that we could not fteer by any of them. 
Lthen new touched fome of them with a Loadftone, 

which 



